Are You Ready for Golf?

Aug/Sept 2020

Zonta Club of Central Oklahoma

2020-2022 Biennium

Central Oklahoma Zontians are busy preparing for our 13th annual golf tournament. Our golf tournament is the club’s most lucrative fundraising endeavor and provides the majority of funds for our educational awards, service awards and donation to Zonta International Foundation – all the ways
Central Oklahoma provides funds to empower women and have an impact
– locally and worldwide.
As we brainstormed to write this article, we couldn’t help but reminisce
about the beginning of this golf tournament journey. In the “old” days, Central Oklahoma Zontians put a lot of effort into creating Valentine and Mother’s Day baskets, as well as pulling together a Spring Raffle. These fundraising efforts provided a lot of fellowship opportunities but did not yield a great
profit ratio for the effort they required.
In 2008, then President Tiffany Smith, put together a committee to explore
alternative fundraising opportunities that relied less on individual sales and
resulted in more profit. The idea of a golf tournament quickly came to the
top, with the club agreeing to pursue the opportunity with less than optimal
time normally required to execute the endeavor. Our first year we considered the tournament a success with a profit of $5,336. The profit from this
one effort amounted to more profit than we normally made through all our
previous fundraising projects combined on an annual basis. For this reason,
we have continued to focus on our Annual Fall Classic Golf Tournament as
our primary fundraising event. (Article continued on page 2.)
The graph below shows the history of funds raised from our annual golf tournament
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Central Oklahoma Zontians were very excited to record their largest profit of $16,000 from
last year’s tournament! We were also excited to reach our long-term goal of having more
than $10,000 in sponsorships. Sponsorships are the most profitable opportunity in our golf
tournament because these funds are pure profit for the tournament. For this reason, all Central Oklahoma Zontians are asked to provide the opportunity to donate to everyone they
know – friends, family, business associates, doctors – all are great candidates for sponsorship
opportunities. It takes all of us calling upon these opportunities from those we know to provide women the “hand-up” Zontian support provides.
Golf teams are also a very vital component of our tournament as our tournament provides
team members many opportunities to donate toward our profits -- from our registration process through on course play. Our first year we secured 33 teams of four members. We have
had highs of 60 teams to lows of 29 and have averaged 39 teams per tournament over our
previous twelve tournaments. We have a high rate of repeat teams clamoring to play our
tournament year after year. Our feedback is that Central Oklahoma puts on a well-executed
tournament, has friendly volunteers, and (almost always) every team member goes home
with a door prize. We realized the value of providing a door prize to every player early in our
history and quickly made this a cornerstone of our golfing member experience.
While the golf committee thinks about and plans the tournament almost on a year-round basis, the efforts of every Central Oklahoma Zontian are necessary for success once the tournament kick-off occurs. Everyone knows someone who wants to contribute to provide opportunities for women – it takes all of us making the offer to those we know to make the difference. No help is too small – if someone cannot provide a sponsorship, they can donate toward prizes or goodie bags. Each member must have the mindset they are asking for help
for those that may not be able to ask for themselves. What a powerful contribution we all
can make if we take advantage of the opportunity. Given the special challenges posed by
2020’s COVID-19 environment, the help of every Central Oklahoma Zontian is especially precious.
We would also like to ask for every available Zontian to show up the day of the tournament
to lend a hand to execute the logistics of the tournament. It truly takes all of us – from asking
for donations and sponsorships, to being present on tournament day to do whatever task is
asked of you. The more of us there are the less any one person must do. Your help is especially needed for presence as witnesses for our hole in ones and for fundraising opportunities
during play on the golf course. Please reply to zontagolf@centralok.com to provide your
availability.
Like most Central Oklahoma endeavors, the golf tournament takes some work, but when we
do that work together, we benefit from fellowship and the feeling of accomplishment for our
larger mission – empower women through service and advocacy – worldwide!
Article by Connie Davis and Angie Weaver
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Darla Cheek, Executive Director, shared the mission of the Mid-Del Youth and Family Center as
she accepted monthly service project donations from the club. Central Oklahoma has supported this organization for many years because their work is so important in the community.

Above left, Darla Cheek informs club members about the Mid-Del Youth and Family Center.
Above center, Club President Jodie Brown presides over the meeting, and above right, D10
Lt Governor Connie Davis gives members an update on the upcoming golf tournament.
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Top, President Jodie Brown, left, and Membership Chair Elaine Dockray, right, welcome new member Angela Kinnamon. Above left, Angela receives her pin, certificate and rose for her induction as
a new member. Above right, Deanna Shackelford brought the door prize, won by Connie Davis.
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It has been a couple of months since Zonta International launched our new Zonta
International website, so we want to take a few minutes to highlight a few key
sections of the site.
Our Causes – Find information and resources on topics such as advocacy for gender equality, gender-based violence, child marriage, girls’ education, and a special section on COVID-19. Updates are made regularly so be sure to check these
pages to get the latest information for presentations, newsletters, and more.
Mission in Action – Find Zonta inspiration via local service and advocacy stories,
updates from our Centennial Anniversary Grantees, and reports from our Emma
L. Conlon Service Awardees.
My Zonta – Visit this one-stop-shop for everything you need for Zonta business.
New resources are added regularly so be sure to bookmark this page.
Every Member Every November District Challenge: The Foundation and Foundation Ambassadors will once again ask members to celebrate the good deeds of
our organization with a donation from our members in honor of Zonta’s 101st
birthday. Watch for more details to come that will be sent to all members.

Dear District 10 Zontians,
This is a reminder for our upcoming Governor's Summit on Saturday, October 17,
2020. We look forward to seeing you at this virtual meeting of “Transitions, Changes &
New Opportunities” as we step into our second century! The meeting will be held via
Zoom. We will begin at 9:00 a.m. and expect to finish by 1:00 p.m. There is no charge to
attend.
During this meeting, you will hear important information regarding the 2020-2022 ZI
Biennial goals, the Zonta International Foundation projects, Advocacy and the Zonta
USA Caucus, Scholarships, Membership updates from your Lt. Governor, and club news
from your Area Directors. Also, we will include your club pledges, a live ZIF auction,
awards for club reports, and the Memorial service.
The Zoom invite will be sent along with the program closer to the meeting date. We
hope to “see” you there!
Topic: Zonta D10 Virtual Governor's Summit 2020
Time: Oct 17, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
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...all the latest club happenings!
Members in Need
Joy Rupp (Health)
LouAnna Munkres
(Health)
Susan McCurry (Health)
Naila Gutierrez (Health)
Jan Sherrick (Health)
Judy Kautz (Surgery)

Significant Events
October 2 – Golf Tournament (Firelake
Golf Course)
October 7 - Board Meeting (Jodie’s Home)
October 17 – Governors Summit (via
ZOOM)
October 20 - Business Meeting (Rubye Atkinson Garden Club)
November 4 - Board Meeting (Jodie’s
Home)
November 17 - Business Meeting (Rubye
Atkinson Garden Club)
December 2 - Board Meeting (Jodie’s
Home)
December XX – Christmas Social

Zonta Club of
Central Oklahoma
District 10, Area 1
Club Number 1105
Chartered February 1985
President: Jodie Brown
Email: President@
Zontacentralok.org
Editor: Judy Kautz
Email: newsletter@
Zontacentralok.org
Meetings third Tuesday of each
month — 6:00 PM
Rubye Atkinson Garden Club

Member Birthdays
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Caroline Moore (2nd)
Naila Gutierrez (15th)
OCTTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Judy Kautz (3rd)
Peggy Beabout (21st)

For More Information Check out the
Central Oklahoma website to learn about
membership and the organization. The
address is www.zontacentralok.org

