
Central Oklahoma Celebrates Amelia Earhart! 
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Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals 
empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. 

www.zonta.org  www.zontadistrict10.org   www.zontacentralok.org 

Jan/Feb 2021 

2020-2022 Biennium 

Colonel Kate “Jiga” Lowe, USAF F-16 Pilot, was our speaker for the 

January meeting, celebrating the legacy of Amelia Earhart.  Colonel 

Lowe offered fascinating insight into her various experiences as an F

-16 pilot, and how they impacted her family and ambitions. Jiga was 

the first female F-16 pilot in the 34th Fighter Squadron.  After 9/11, 

she spent most of her flying time protecting major US cities, espe-

cially during the 2002 Winter Olympics. Jiga became an instructor in 

the F-16 and taught hundreds of new pilots how to expertly em-

ploy this lethal combat platform. Due to her expertise in the field, 

Jiga has spent most of her Reserve time at Red Flag, the Air Force’s 

premiere air combat training exercise, where she still serves to-

day. She is the first female operations supervisor, ensuring the safe 

execution of over 25 exercises, which includes more than 50,000 fly-

ing hours and the combat training of thousands of US and allied pi-

lots and aircrew.   Like Amelia Earhart, Colonel Lowe is truly an in-

spiration to us all.  
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Ms. Whitney Anderson, Dragonfly Co-Founder  and Executive Director, provided club members with 
an update on the Dragonfly Home, which our club has supported since its inception. The Dragonfly 
Home exists because we believe that every victim-survivor of human trafficking deserves freedom and 
the opportunity to pursue a new life. We walk alongside these courageous and resilient individuals 
and provide whatever they need on their path to independence and restoration. 
The Dragonfly Home was founded in March 2016 and received certification from the Oklahoma Office 
of the Attorney General in November 2016.  They then opened Oklahoma’s first and only non-
residential Human Trafficking Crisis Center. To date, Dragonfly has served hundreds of victim-
survivors of sex and/or labor trafficking, including all genders, adults and juveniles, through our Hu-
man Trafficking Crisis Center. They also operate a 24-Hour Human Trafficking Helpline, where their 
team has fielded thousands of calls.  The Dragonfly Home remains the only non-profit in Oklahoma 
City that is state-certified to serve victim-survivors of human trafficking. 
Through their Human Trafficking Crisis Center, they provide whatever victim-survivors need to begin 
healing physically, emotionally, and psychologically from the intense violence and dehumanization of 
human trafficking. 
Thank you to our club members who continue to support this worthwhile organization.  It remains at 
the heart of the Zonta mission. 
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Our new member orientation was held on February 20 via ZOOM.  It is designed 
to acquaint new and recently joining Zontians with programs and structure, 
committees and fund structure.  Although many attendees were not new, there 
is always something to learn about Zonta, no matter how long you have been a 
member. 
One of the highlights of this meeting was hearing the Zonta “why” of many of 
the attendees...what motivates them in Zonta and why they stay. It was also 
very meaningful to see and hear about a “treasure” from each member - an ob-
ject that was especially near and dear to the heart, and why it was special to 
them. 
The meeting began with a video entitled “What is Zonta”, which was followed 
by a slide presentation of various aspects of Zonta and its structure. 
Thank you to all the members of the Membership Committee and especially 
Chair Elaine Dockray for their efforts in preparing and presenting this program. 
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The Zonta Club of the Mid-Del Area was chartered in February 1985.  The SOM Club was 
the Zonta Club of Oklahoma City. The Charter Presentation was held on June 22, 1985 at 
Rose State College with the District 10 Governor, Shirley Stinson in attendance. In the 
late 1990’s the club changed its name to the Zonta Club of Central Oklahoma.  Joy Rupp 
served as the Charter President and is still a member. 

Since the club’s charter, one-third of all service money raised has been donated to the 
Zonta International Foundation, now renamed the Zonta Foundation for Women.  At 
one time, the club has achieved 100% individual member giving. 

One of the key advocacy projects of the club was SANE: In 1994, the club convinced, 
with the help of local state legislators, the District Attorney to allow nurses to testify as 
expert witnesses in rape cases.  This alleviated the problem of long waits by rape victims 
for an emergency room physician to become available for the exam since only physi-
cians were considered “experts” by the DA at that time.  Through club efforts, the Okla-
homa Legislature set aside $25,000 for the SANE program to purchase a colposcope.  

The club also helped strengthen State laws re: Female Genital Mutilation and Human 
Trafficking. 

Dear District 10 Zontians, 
This is a reminder for our upcoming virtual area meeting on Saturday, April 10, 2021 
(9:30a-12:30p CST). We look forward to seeing you there!  
We, your Area Directors, have been hard at work planning a combined virtual Area Meet-
ing to motivate, educate, and inspire you to be the most powerful advocate for women 
and girls all over the world. Our theme this year is Zooming with Purpose! 
All club and prospective members are encouraged to attend this three-hour session filled 
with How, What, When and Why all things Zonta. Your District 10 Governor Carole 
Moffatt, Lieutenant Governor Connie Davis, Treasurer Barby Crabtree, Foundation Am-
bassador Diane Hodges Popps, the Area Directors and so many more will be on hand to 
inform and motivate all of us. 
You do not want to miss this incredible training and the opportunity to see your fellow 
Zontians too. We think you will walk away empowered to make a difference locally and 
globally. So, grab your club members and prospective members and be prepared to be in-
spired! Questions? Please contact Patty Chimene at patty@chimene.com 



For More Information  Check out the 
Central Oklahoma website to learn about 
membership and the organization.  The 
address is www.zontacentralok.org 

Significant Events  

19 Jan 2021 – Business Meeting 
(ZOOM) 
3 Feb 2021 – Board Meeting (ZOOM) 
16 Feb 2021 - Business Meeting 
(ZOOM) 
20 Feb 2021 – New Member Orienta-
tion (ZOOM) @09:00 am 
10 Apr 2021 – Combined Area Meeting 
(ZOOM) @ 9:00AM – 12:00PM 
16 Apr 2021 – Wine & Cheese with the 
Z’s (Zoom) @ 6:30 pm 
14-17 Oct 2021 – D10 Conference, cur-
rently planned to be held in Dallas, TX 

Member Birthdays  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Stephanie Wilson (1st) 

Charlotte Ikelberry (22nd) 
Nina Ellison (26th) 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Sue Bokemper (11th) 
Earline Hall (17th) 
Kim Alley (20th); 

Angela Kinnamon (22nd) 

...all the latest club happenings! 

Zonta Club of  
Central Oklahoma 

District 10, Area 1 
Club Number 1105 

Chartered February 1985 
President:  Jodie Brown 

Email:  President@ 
Zontacentralok.org 
Editor:  Judy Kautz 

Email:  newsletter@  
Zontacentralok.org 

Meetings third Tuesday of each month — 6:00 PM 
Rubye Atkinson Garden Club 
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