
Kayman Ross Wins 2021 Young Women in 

Public Affairs Award for Central OK! 
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Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals 
empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. 

www.zonta.org  www.zontadistrict10.org   www.zontacentralok.org 

Mar/Apr 2021 

2020-2022 Biennium 

Congratulations to Ms. Kayman Ross for being selected as our 2021 Young 
Women in Public Affairs award recipient!   
Because Zonta International believes that young women are the key to 
women’s advancement in the field of public service, it offers the Young 
Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) Award, which recognizes young women, 
ages 16-19, for demonstrating leadership skills and commitment to public 
service and civic causes, and encourages them to continue their participation 
in public and political life.  
The program operates at the Zonta club, district/region and international 
levels. Zonta clubs provide awards for club recipients, and district/region and 
international awards are funded by the Zonta Foundation for Women. Dis-
trict recipients receive US$1,500, and 10 international recipients are selected 
from the district/region recipients to receive awards of US$5,000 each.  
Kaymon will go on to compete at district level and if she is selected, she will 
receive $1500 and also compete at Zonta International level for one of the 
$5000 awards.  Good luck, Kayman!  We are proud of you! 
Pictured above (L-R) is Scholarship Chair Kayla Stuck, Kaymon Ross, and Presi-
dent Jodie Brown. 
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Adolescent Girls’ Health and Protec-
tion in Peru - We are responding to the 
health needs of adolescents—especially 
girls—in a timely manner and prevent-
ing violence in schools in Peru.   

Strengthening Response to Gen-
der Based Violence Survivors - We 
are ensuring that all women and 
girls in Papua New Guinea and Ti-
mor-Leste live life free from vio-
lence and providing quality services 
to those who experience violence.  

Let Us Learn Madagascar - We 
are creating opportunities for vul-
nerable and excluded children, 
particularly girls, in Madagascar to 
realize their right to an education.    

Ending Child Marriage - We are protecting 
the rights of millions of vulnerable girls and 
putting an end to this global violation of 
human rights in 12 countries in Africa and 
Asia.  

At our March meeting, Vice President Stephanie Wilson provided an update on our Zon-
ta International projects, and what our contributions are supporting in those countries.  
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During our April meeting, we presented our YWPA 
Award recipient Kayman Ross with her check, and 
we got an update from Necie Black, Dress for Suc-
cess, on what their organization is doing in the com-
munity.  Since Dress for Success was our quarterly 
service project, it was wonderful to see all the amaz-
ing things they are doing for Oklahoma women.  



I s s u e  6 ,  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2  B i e n n i u m  Page 4 

In April, Zonta International launched a membership campaign called Add Your 
Voice.  Each week throughout the campaign they featured messages from Zontians 
all over the world conveying their thoughts on what Zonta meant to them.  The Zon-
ta Club of Central Oklahoma was so honored to have our own Vice President Stepha-
nie Wilson featured on the ZI website for the campaign.  Well done, Stephanie! 
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Zonta International reaffirms support for The Council of Europe Istanbul Convention on 
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence. Over the last 
year, as COVID-19 has spread across the globe, violence against women and girls, particu-
larly domestic violence, has increased dramatically. As countries have implemented social 
distancing and lockdown measures to limit the spread of COVID-19, women and girls al-
ready at risk of violence have faced increased danger. These unique and challenging cir-
cumstances call for a coordinated and holistic response to preventing and responding to 
violence against women and girls and domestic violence.  
Now is the time for governments, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and the pri-
vate sector to come together to prioritize strategies and resources to prevent violence 
against women and girls and address the needs of women and girls who have been vic-
tims of violence. That is why in September 2020, Zonta International issued a renewed 
call for ratification of The Istanbul Convention. The Istanbul Convention is the global gold 
standard for addressing violence against women and domestic violence and has proven 
to be a highly effective tool which generates positive changes. It can, and has, literally 
saved the lives of women and girls by lowering the rate of femicide. From combating sex-
ism to increasing national 24/7 helplines and support services and enhanced law enforce-
ment, over the last decade governments bound by the convention have taken action to 
prevent violence, protect women and girls and prosecute the perpetrators. We must con-
tinue to build on these efforts to ensure that all women and girls are able to live lives free 
from violence.  
Therefore, Zonta International, as an organization dedicated to gender equality and the 
eradication of all forms of violence against women and girls, is greatly concerned by the 
news that several countries have indicated their intent to withdraw from the Council of 
Europe’s Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domes-
tic Violence precisely at the time when it is needed most. We must not take steps back-
ward. Zonta International, a non-governmental organization with participatory status at 
the Council of Europe, opposes all forms of violence against women and girls. We urge all 
countries that have ratified The Istanbul Convention not to withdraw from the Conven-
tion, which provides a comprehensive framework to prevent violence, to protect victims, 
to prosecute perpetrators and to implement state‐wide policies that are effective in pre-
venting and combating all forms of violence against women.  
For those countries that have yet to sign or ratify the Convention, we urge them to do so 
now and demonstrate their commitment to gender equality and an end to violence 
against women and girls. Zonta International remains committed to promoting and pro-
tecting the rights of all women and girls to live life free from violence. We will work with 
the United Nations, Council of Europe, partners, Zonta clubs and individual members to 
support gender equality and meaningful actions to prevent violence against women and 
girls across the globe. Zonta Says NO to violence against women and girls.  



For More Information  Check out the 
Central Oklahoma website to learn about 
membership and the organization.  The 
address is www.zontacentralok.org 

Significant Events  

16 Mar 2021 - Business Meeting (ZOOM) 
7 Apr 2021 - Board Meeting (ZOOM) 
10 Apr 2021 – Combined Area Meeting (ZOOM) 
@ 9:00AM – 12:00PM 
16 Apr 2021 – Wine & Cheese with the Z’s 
(Zoom) @ 6:30 pm 
20 Apr 2021 - Business Meeting (ZOOM) 
5 May 2021 - Board Meeting (Jodie’s Home) 
15 May 2021 – Habitat for Humanity Women’s 
Build 
18 May 2021 - Business Meeting (Garden Cen-
ter) 
1 Jun 2021 – JMK Scholarship applications Due 
2 Jun 2021 - Board Meeting (Jodie’s Home) 
15 Jun 2021 - Business Meeting (Garden Center) 
25-27 Jun 2021 – NAIDM (Cincinnati, Ohio) 
14-17 Oct 2021 – D10 Conference, Dallas, TX 

Member Birthdays  

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Darla Cheek (14th) 
Jan Sherrick (21st) 

Tammy Young (25th) 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Carla Masche (16th) 

...all the latest club happenings! 

Zonta Club of  
Central Oklahoma 

District 10, Area 1 
Club Number 1105 

Chartered February 1985 
President:  Jodie Brown 

Email:  President@ 
Zontacentralok.org 
Editor:  Judy Kautz 

Email:  newsletter@  
Zontacentralok.org 

Meetings third Tuesday of each 
month — 6:00 PM 

Rubye Atkinson Garden Club 

We say NO to Violence  

Against Women and Girls 

About 2 in 3 women have experienced physical 

and/or sexual violence from an intimate partner. 

http://www.zontacentralok.org
mailto:President@Zontacentralok.org
mailto:President@Zontacentralok.org
mailto:newsletter@Zontacentralok.org
mailto:newsletter@Zontacentralok.org

